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DANISH INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND KENYA HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION TO PLAY KEY ROLE IN KENYA NATIONAL ACTION PLAN

This week, the Kenyan government announced its commitment to a National Action Plan on
Business and Human Rights. As part of this process, the government has asked the Danish Institute
for Human Rights (DIHR), Denmark's National Human Rights Institution and the Kenya Human
Rights Commission (KHRC),a leading civil society actor on the issue of human rights and business,
to produce the factual basis on which the National Action Plan will proceed.

This fact base consists of two components. The first, the National Baseline Assessment on
Business and Human Rights, will comprehensively map government efforts to implement the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. This includes laws relating to labour conditions,
environmental protections, revenue sharing, and land purchase by companies, among others. It
also includes an assessment of the enforcement capacity of government bodies, such as the
labour inspectorate and the investment authority.

The Baseline will be prepared according to a methodology jointly developed by DIHR and the
International Corporate Accountability Roundtable (ICAR) and recommended by the UN Working
Group on Human Rights and Business. The methodology has been used in a number of countries
by civil society, NHRIs and academic institutions and was recently applied in the preparation of the
Zambia National Baseline Assessment. The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights will play
a key supporting role in this process.

The second component commissioned as part of the National Action Plan process is a survey of
business-related human rights impacts in Kenya. This will provide an overview of potential and
actual abuses by businesses, with a focus on sectors and regions with the most severe impacts.
This will be prepared according to a methodology created as part of DIHR’s Human Rights and
Business Country Guide.

The Baseline and the impact survey will be carried out through comprehensive research and
consultation, and drafts will be released to the public and presented to the government for
comment on May 31, 2016. On the basis of the findings of the two documents, the government
will carry out further consultations toward the completion and implementation of the National
Action Plan.
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About the Danish Institute for Human Rights

The Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) is an independent, national human rights institution
modelled in accordance with the UN Paris Principles. The Institute, which was established by
statute in 2002, carries on the mandate vested in the Danish Centre for Human Rights in 1987.
This encompasses research, analysis, information, education, documentation and the
implementation of national and international programmes. The chief objective of the DIHR is to
promote and develop knowledge about human rights on a national, regional and international
basis predicated on the belief that human rights are universal, mutually interdependent and
interrelated. The Institute believes that societies must be based on the rule of law, where the
state protects and confers obligations on the individual while safeguarding the most
disadvantaged and marginalized groups in society. The Institute cooperates with organizations and
public authorities in Denmark, with academic institutions and humanitarian organizations in other
countries, as well as with the Council of Europe, the EU, the OSCE, the UN, the World Bank and a
range of international donors.

About the Kenya Human Rights Commission

KHRC was founded in 1991 and registered in Kenya in 1994 as a national non-governmental
organisation. Throughout its existence, the core agenda of the Commission has been campaigning
for the entrenchment of a human rights and democratic culture in Kenya. Its founders and staff
are among the foremost leaders and activists in struggles for human rights and democratic
reforms in Kenya. KHRC works at community level with human rights networks (HURINETS) across
Kenya and links community, national and international human rights concerns.
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