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Positive human rights initiatives by companies featured in our Weekly Updates
Section 6: Initiatives involving a large number of companies

 (10 Feb 2005 – 26 Mar 2014)

This section of the chart lists positive steps by a large group of companies that have been featured in our Weekly Updates: the sections for positive initiatives by individual companies or smaller groups of companies are here: 

http://www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/Update-Charts.  Our website links to hundreds of other reports of positive initiatives.
Our free Weekly Updates include the latest news and reports on companies’ human rights impacts: positive steps they are taking, and alleged abuses.  Over 7500 opinion leaders worldwide have registered for the Updates.  You can sign up to receive Updates at: www.business-humanrights.org/Updates
When we plan to include reports about allegations of misconduct by a company in a Weekly Update, we invite the company to provide a response to include alongside the allegations.  A chart of companies we have invited to respond – indicating the issue raised, and whether or not the company responded – is available here: www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/Update-Charts
	Initiatives involving a large number of companies

	

	India
	5 Mar 2014
	Unilever & Internet.org collaborate to enhance internet access among rural communities. Click here

	Philippines
	29 Jan 2014
	Electronics companies hold employment mission in typhoon-hit province, plan to hold more in other provinces. Click here

	Global
	22 Jan 2014
	World Business Council for Sustainable Development says businesses can address the most pressing developmental challenges, with or without government support. Click here

	France
	11 Dec 2013
	6 companies sign pact aiming to break down gender-based stereotypes in the workplace. Click here (French only)

	Global
	11 Dec 2013
	AOL, Apple, Facebook, Google, LinkedIn, Microsoft, Twitter & Yahoo! Back proposed reforms to US surveillance, acknowledge responsibility of business to protect privacy. Click here

	France
	23 Oct 2013
	9 French companies agree to promote gender equality in their business operations. Click here

	Global
	25 Sep 2013
	Global Network Initiative, including Google, Facebook, Yahoo & Microsoft, asks 21 countries for greater transparency in communications surveillance. Click here.

	Nigeria
	11 Sep 2013
	Companies participate in workshop to end disability discrimination in the workplace organised by ILO & Theseabilities. Click here


	Bangladesh
	10 Jul 2013
	2 agreements to improve safety in Bangladesh garment factories launched this week: "Accord on Fire and Building Safety" and "Alliance for Bangladesh Worker Safety"
- Accord is backed by 75 retailers, mainly from Europe and is binding – implementation plan announced
- Alliance is voluntary, participants include Gap and Walmart. Click here

	Global
	23 Jan 2013
	Pharmaceutical companies & partners report on progress made since London Declaration on Neglected Tropical Disease. Click here

	Global
	24 Oct 2012
	World Gold Council publishes industry-led "conflict-free gold standard". Click here

	Jordan
	10 Oct 2012
	Olive exporters association launches fair pay initiative. Click here

	Global
	10 Oct 2012
	Report examines business opportunities that help address social needs including health, fighting poverty. Click here

	Global
	19 Sep 2012
	Automotive Industry Action Group & iPoint create data management tool to help industry avoiding conflict mineral sourcing. Click here

	Australia
	29 Aug 2012
	“Australian companies are increasingly realising that doing the ‘right' thing is good for business", says Australian Human Rights Commission member. Click here

	USA
	29 Aug 2012
	USA: 59 companies including Microsoft, Wal-Mart file brief in support of affirmative action for racial minorities in education, in US Supreme Court case. Click here

	Latin America
	22 Aug 2012
	Report on CSR practices by 13 banks in Latin America includes microcredit initiatives, human rights training, environmental reporting. Click here

	Dem. Rep. Congo
	22 Aug 2012
	Some electronics companies are eliminating conflict minerals from supply chains, but others show no progress - Enough Project. Click here

	Dem. Rep. Congo
	15 Aug 2012
	Video of webinar examines risks to companies by conflict minerals in the Great Lakes region; includes examples of good practices. Click here

	Global
	15 Aug 2012
	Transparency and accountability in oil management key to reducing conflict in Africa, says Elamu Denis Ejulu. Click here

	Global
	15 Aug 2012
	Clean Cargo Group issues report - improves transparency of carbon emissions, shows decline in average emissions. Click here

	Global
	15 Aug 2012
	Businesses look for ways to adapt offices & tasks to help older employees at work. Click here

	Asia
	8 Aug 2012
	Human rights "rise up the agenda" for Asian companies, CSR Asia report finds. Click here

	Brazil
	25 Jul 2012
	"Brazilian fashion industry seems to have in-built ethical behaviours", says Ilaria Pasquinelli. Click here

	USA
	4 July 2012
	How corporations can support marriage equality for gays & lesbians. Click here

	Global
	4 July 2012
	20 hotel & tourism companies sign up to UNICEF-backed initiative against sexual exploitation of children. Click here

	Iraq
	6 Jun 2012
	25 Iraqi firms participate in training on implementing UN Global Compact principles.  Click here

	Spain 
	6 Jun 2012 
	Roche stops delivering medicines to endebted hospitals; other pharma companies (Abbott Laboratories, Baxter International, Bayer, Merck, Novartis, Sanofi-Aventis) won't suspend them over "right to public health.  Clich here [in Spanish]

	Global
	21 Mar 2012
	6 companies engaging in positive initiatives for World Water day.  Click here

	Global 
	21 Mar 2012
	World Water Forum 2012 – 6 Positive Corporate initiatives announced regarding access to water.  Click here (only available in French)

	Colombia
	29 Feb 2012
	17 Swiss companies sign commitment for ethical, social responsibility in line with "Guías Colombia".  Click here (in Spanish)


	Global
	8 Feb 2012
	25 companies partner with NGO for a safer internet for children, protecting their safety and rights.  Click here 

	Global 
	1 Feb 2012
	Pharmaceutical firms and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to jointly combat 10 neglected tropical diseases.  Click here ; Click here (in French)

	Global
	1 Feb 2012
	Report on companies’ role in prevention and coping with humanitarian emergencies.  Click here (in Spanish)

	Global
	7 Dec 2011
	World AIDS day 2011, refers to steps taken by Access Bank, Apple, Barrick Gold, BP&P, First Quantum, Gap, Gilead Sciences, Johnson & Johnson, Kenneth Cole, Land Rover, L’Oreal, MAC Cosmetics, Margiela, Nike, PepsiCo India, SABMiller, Scotiabank, Times Group (Malawi), UBS.  Click here

	Global
	7 Dec 2011
	"Women & work" refers to positive steps by Deloitte, Facebook, IBM, Kraft, McKinsey, PepsiCo, Porsche, Sabanci Group, Time Warner, Vodafone, among others.  Click here

	Thailand
	9 Nov 2011
	Companies use innovative ways to bring relief to flood-affected regions, refers to initiatives by Amata, Bangchak Petroleum, Cisco Systems, Coca-Cola, ESSO (part of ExxonMobil), Google, Kasikornbank, Thai Beverage, TOT.  Click here

	Global
	2 Nov 2011
	Companies launch partnership to help business & vulnerable communities prepare for & respond to climate change, companies include Calvert, Entergy, Green Mountain Coffee, Levi Strauss, Swiss Re.  Click here

	Global
	26 Oct 2011
	OECD is coordinating a pilot implementation of the guidance with over 85 companies, including Boeing, Ford, HP, Panasonic, Siemens.  Click here

	Germany
	19 Oct 2011
	Germany's 30 largest companies set voluntary targets to increase number of women in leadership positions.  Click here

	Africa
	24 Aug 2011
	Mobil telephones contribute to socio-economic development, refers to Safaricom, Société Générale, MTN, Orange and Movirtu.  Click here

	Global
	24 Aug 2011
	Companies & World Resources Institute launch database aimed at helping prevent disastrous regional water shortages.  participating companies include: Bloomberg, Coca-Cola, Dow, GE, Goldman Sachs,Talisman, United Technologies.  Click here

	Argentina
	17 Aug 2011
	Joint initiative between civil society and UNAIDS seeks to end workplace discrimination against people with HIV.  Participant companies include Brinks, Coca-Cola, Global Crossing, IBM, L’Oréal, Scienza, Starbucks. Click here [only in Spanish]

	Spain
	8 Jun 2011
	39 companies received award for anti-discrimination policy, among them are Acciona, Banco Santander, Confecciones Novatex, Enagás, Ferrovial and Mahou.
Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	15 Jun 2011
	Anglo American, Ericsson, Gildan Activewear, H&M, Intel, Motorola, Phillips-Van Heusen, Walt-Disney, Xstrata get top marks when Norwegian Pension Fund 527 firms on management & disclosure of child labour risk.
Click here

	Global 
	22 Jun 2011
	Guide for companies, NGOs & investors on implementing and measuring "social sustainability" programmes, includes initiatives by Chevron, Gap, HP, Merck, PepsiCo, Timberland. Click here

	Global
	22 Jun 2011
	“New report: "Piloting Principles for Effective Company-Stakeholder Grievance Mechanisms", includes lessons from company-stakeholder grievance mechanisms from Cerrejón, Chicony,Delta Electronics, Esquel, Sakhalin, Tesco

Click here

	Global
	13 Jul 2011
	Efforts to enable women to use mobile phones & wireless services. Companies include AT&T, Bharti Airtel, Cerescom, France Telecom, Green Dreams, Hubli, Movirtu, Roshan, Safaricom, Stagecoach Group, Telecom Development Co. Afghanistan Click here

	Uzbekistan
	13 Jul 2011
	"Responsible Sourcing Network" expects to have 70 companies representing hundreds of brands join initiative to boycott Uzbek cotton over forced child labour by Sep.  Companies having signed up include  Eileen Fisher, Liz Claiborne, Macy’s, Nautica (VF Corp.), Nike, Wal-Mart Click here

	Colombia
	13 Jul 2011
	Finalist in “Emprender Paz: la apuesta empresarial” 2011 are Alpina, Aprocasur, Argos, Carrefour, Empresas de Nariño, Federación Nacional de Cafeteros, Microempresas de Antioquia, Nestlé, Surtigas, Terpel. Click here (Spanish only)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	Global
	5 Jan 2011
	First harvests of “better cotton” expected for 2011 – initiative is to improve working conditions & environmental impact, with the participation of adidas, H&M, Ikea, Levi Strauss, Nike, Target, Wal-Mart. Click here (French only)

	Colombia
	8 Dec 2010
	Corporate donations in aftermath of heavy rains and floods that have left hundreds dead and millions affected – among the companies are: Grupo Santodomingo, Alqueria, Alimentos Polar,Compaq, Davivienda-Grupo Bolivar, Cerrejón, Tigo, Texmoda, Petrobras, Colsanitas, Pizano. Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	1 Dec 2010
	World AIDS Day - private sector dimensions - includes positive corporate initiatives. Click here

	Morocco
	24 Nov 2010
	Cement companies take measures to reduce greenhouse effect gas emissions & their environmental impact. Click here (French only)

	Spain
	24 Nov 2010
	13 companies to offer jobs adapted to female victims of gender violence. Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	10 Nov 2010
	Nearly 60 private security firms sign intl. code of conduct on human rights. Click here

	Global
	27 Oct 2010
	New momentum in the struggle against neglected tropical diseases, according to the WHO – Initiatives announced by Novartis, GlaxoSmithKline, Sanofi-Aventis, Bayer, EISAI, Johnson & Johnson. Click here (French only)

	Colombia
	6 Oct 2010
	Main business association (ANDI) and its member companies approve commitment to respect human rights. Click here (Spanish only)

	France
	1 Sep 2010
	Improvement in women’s representation in the boards of major French corporations. Click here (French only)

	Argentina
	25 Aug 2010
	34 companies from Cordoba region promote the inclusion of disabled people in the workplace. Click here (Spanish only)

	Brazil
	28 Apr 2010
	Morro do Bumba tradedy caused in part by poor treatment of waste. Summary of solid waste recycling initiatives by Coca Cola, Carrefour, Tetra Pak, Walmart, Pan de Azúcar, Unilever, PepsiCo, Extra, Compre Bem. Click here (Spanish only)

	USA
	17 Mar 2010
	DiversityInc 2010 ranking of top 50 companies for diversity - top 5 are Sodexo, Johnson & Johnson, AT&T, Kaiser Permanente, Ernst & Young. Click here

	Colombia
	10 Mar 2010
	President of local Global Compact network believes that its 147 company members “are fully acquainted with the principles”, including those relating to human rights. Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	6 Jan 2010
	Manufacturers of insecticide-treated bed nets that combat malaria address distribution problems, commit to industry code of conduct. Participants: A-to-Z Textile Mills, BASF, Bayer, Bestnet, Clarke Mosquito Control, Sumitomo Chemical, Syngenta, Tana Netting, Vestergaard Frandsen. 

	USA
	16 Dec 2009
	28 US companies including Dow, Gap, Ingersoll-Rand, Microsoft, Nike, PG&E, PSEG, Starbucks, Sun call on Obama to lead push for strong global agreement at Copenhagen. Click here

	Global
	9 Dec 2009
	Copenhagen Summit: Nearly 200 companies based in Quebec urge the adoption of a treaty to combat climate change. Click here (French only)

	Global
	25 Nov 2009
	Business coalition "Combat Climate Change" including BP, GE, Unilever & over 60 other large firms calls for binding treaty from Copenhagen Summit. Click here

	Global
	25 Nov 2009
	"Copenhagen Communiqué": Statement on climate change signed by over 700 companies. Click here

	France
	12 Aug 2009
	50 companies in construction, real estate, finance, public services create "Le Cercle de Grenelle" – aim is to improve environmental impacts. Click here (French only)

	UK
	5 Aug 2009
	Internet firms resist govt. plans to monitor all web communications, citing intrusion into people's privacy. Click here

	Chile
	8 Jul 2009
	Companies sign agreement with government for eradicating child labour.  Click here (Spanish only)

	Brazil
	1, 29 Jul 2009
	More than 300 companies back agreement to improve working conditions at sugar cane plantations. Click here [in Spanish]. Also available in French

	Africa
	24 Jun 2009
	"Call to action for companies" in Africa: 18 firms launch poverty eradication initiatives. Click here (French only)

	India
	20 May 2009
	IT companies adopt policy to increase HIV/AIDS awareness among employees, combat discrimination. Click here

	Lesotho
	11 Feb 2009
	Apparel industry initiative including Chinese-owned factories, Gap & other brands brings AIDS drugs to factory workers. Click here

	Argentina
	14 Jan 2009
	Instituto Nacional contra la Discriminación signs agreement with companies to encourage diversity & prevent discrimination. Signatories include: Trenes de Buenos Aires, Banco Nación, Grupo Plaza, Actionline, Emgasud, Mitrol, Sesa Internacional. Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	10 Dec 2008
	Over 230 companies worldwide have a human rights policy statement: Joint announcement by Mary Robinson/Realizing Rights, and Business & Human Rights Resource Centre. Click here

	Global
	3 Dec 2008
	World AIDS Day: Steps companies are taking to address the crisis. Click here

	Global
	24 Sep 2008
	10 companies receive awards for initiatives to help achieve UN Millennium Development Goals - 3K&A, Diageo, Endesa, Haygrove, Olam Nigeria, Safaricom, Sistema Ser, SMART Communications, Syngenta, ZMQ Software. Click here

	USA
	27 Aug 2008
	American Rights at Work highlights 10 employers with good worker relations. Companies featured: Alabama Power, Delta Construction, DMAX, Gamesa, Justice Clothing, Team Industries, Zahner. Click here

	Kenya
	16 Apr 2008
	Over 50 hotels sign code of conduct aimed at protecting children from sexual exploitation. Click here

	Ethiopia
	9 Apr 2008
	11 companies commit to taking steps to fight AIDS within 100 days. Click here

	United Arab Emirates
	2 Jan 2008
	Over 120 CEOs from companies in Arab countries commit to reducing environmental impacts. Click here

	Sri Lanka
	19 Dec 2007
	42 companies sign up for new code of conduct against workplace sexual harassment. Click here

	Global
	12 Dec 2007
	46 multinationals launch climate initiative, including Alstom, Areva, Suez, Vattenfall, Veolia. Click here (French only)

	Global
	14 Nov 2007
	Group of 46 companies calls on governments to implement policies to combat climate change. Click here

	Global
	3 Oct 2007
	Clinton Global Initiative: Companies make major commitments on health, education, poverty, climate change. Click here

	Colombia
	8 Nov 2006
	Report on steps by Colombian companies contributing to peace-building and conflict prevention.  Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	27 Sep 2006
	Council for Responsible Jewellery Practices releases code for member companies, with provisions on human rights, labour, environment, security etc.  Click here

	Jamaica
	27 Sep 2006
	19 companies launch Business Council on HIV/AIDS, commit to fighting workplace discrimination.  Click here

	Colombia
	2 Aug 2006
	"Dividiendo por Colombia" initiative brings together 70 companies to support education projects for poor children.  Click here (Spanish only)

	Global
	26 Jul 2006
	"Local Business, Local Peace": Intl. Alert report on the peacebuilding role of national companies - with 20 case studies from Afghanistan, Colombia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Somalia, others.  Click here

	Colombia
	26 Jul 2006
	"Development, Peace and Human Rights in Colombia - A Business Agenda", by IBLF with UN Global Compact & Fundación Ideas para la Paz.  Click here

	Central & Eastern Europe
	19 Jul 2006
	UNDP, Ernst & Young report on steps to address Roma employment discrimination - based on interviews with 14 companies.  Click here

	Jordan, Palestine, India, Egypt
	1 Feb 2006
	NGOs & over 30 companies participate in "Global Education Initiative" of World Economic Forum – now under way in Jordan, Palestine, India, Egypt.  Click here

	Global
	18 Jan 2006


	World Economic Forum: Global Health Initiative features case studies of how over 40 companies are addressing HIV/AIDS in developing countries. Click here 

	India
	14 Dec 2005
	World Resources Institute & Indian industry group launch programme to measure & reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote environmental enterprise.  Click here

	Europe
	30 Nov 2005
	European Commission report on the business case for diversity includes best practice case studies on 19 companies.  Click here

	Global
	30 Nov 2005
	Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS launches new best practice standard for corporate AIDS programmes (provides database of over 35 company case studies).  Click here

	Global
	19 Oct 2005
	Reports by over 100 companies on progress against UN Global Compact principles published on Global Compact website.  Click here

	USA
	7 Sep 2005
	Hurricane Katrina: How can your company help? Business for Social Responsibility briefing.  Chronicle of Philanthropy gives details of over 50 companies’ contributions to relief efforts.  Click here

	Latin America
	17 Aug 2005
	26 pharmaceutical firms agree with governments of 11 Latin American countries on price reductions of up to 66% for anti-HIV/AIDS drugs.  Click here

	Global
	15 Jun 2005
	Cement Sustainability Initiative reports on progress since 2002 launch – 16 companies involved.  Click here

	UK
	1 Jun 2005
	13 companies call on UK Government to do more to help them address climate change.  Click here
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