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Press release
KiK supports international fire prevention alliance

Bönen, 14 May 2013. KiK has committed to signing the Accord on Fire and Building Safety in Bangladesh. The decision was taken internally today by company management and then communicated to IndustriALL Global Union, the global union federation that will be in charge of coordinating the process.

“Much to our regret, the international textile industry has experienced a series of tragic accidents in recent months arising out of inadequate safety precautions and labour standards in the Bangladeshi manufacturing sector,” says Dr. Michael Arretz, Managing Director Sustainability Management and Corporate Communications at KiK. “In the light of this situation, there is no alternative to the joint course of action that IndustriALL has now drawn up for the industry and for many of its national and international players. Events to date have made that crystal clear.”

For KiK, the often quite ambitious approach laid out in the accord represents a systemic change with far-reaching consequences. It is designed to ensure that Bangladesh retains the textile industry so vital to the country’s economy, while protecting workers on site. The aim is to create safe working conditions and transparent business relationships. “A key factor in the decision to sign up to the accord was the fact that a large number of international retail companies and other players were making the same commitment,” says Arretz. “The initiative cannot succeed unless everyone concerned pulls together. Although many details are bound to need clarifying at the implementation stage, this is a real opportunity to make an active contribution to ensuring a successful outcome and, in so doing, live up to our corporate obligations.”

 
About KiK:
KiK stands for “The customer is king” (“Kunde ist König”), a phrase which has been its guiding principle since it was founded in 1994. KiK Textilien und Non-Food GmbH offers good quality ladies’ clothing, menswear, children’s and babies’ clothing at competitive, affordable prices. In addition to clothing, ranges also include gift items, toys, beauty products, accessories and household textiles. With over 3,200 branches in Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Hungary, Slovakia, Croatia and Poland, KiK generates revenue in excess of one billion euros each year. In Germany, the company is ranked among the top 10 clothing retailers. German customers have also had the option of ordering online at www.kik24.de since 2013. 

KiK has been a supporter of the not-for-profit foundation DEUTSCHLAND RUNDET AUF since March 2012.
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