
 
 

Ukrainian civil society calls the EU to be consistent 

in promoting more resilient and responsible 

business conduct 

 

Ukraine is facing historic challenges, confronting the devastating consequences of the 

Russian invasion. The war has also revealed an urgent need for responsible business 

practices that meet key standards on corporate respect for human rights, labor rights, 

inclusiveness, accountability, and more. 

The international community is increasingly raising expectations for responsible business 

practices through international initiatives, such as the UN Guiding Principles on Business and 

Human Rights and Guidelines of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development for multinational companies. Implementation of these standards offers an 

opportunity for businesses to play a positive role in the just recovery of Ukraine. 

The Environmental Compact for Ukraine, a plan of measures to address the environmental 

damage Ukraine has suffered due to the full-scale Russian invasion and war, has also called 

on Ukraine to ensure that international principles of responsible business conduct are 

integrated into all recovery and reconstruction planning, making, in particular reference to 

the EU's proposed Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence. 

Ukrainian civil society – CSOs, human rights and environmental defenders, the academic 

community, trade unions and business associations - have always considered the EU as a 

driver of sustainability transformation that leads by example. We count on the EU's support 

to promote more resilient and responsible business conduct by European companies in the 

EU and beyond, in their operations and in their business relationships. Ukraine should be 

able to establish a new gold standard for a successful green recovery post-war. To succeed, 

both public and private investments need to align with Ukraine's efforts towards inclusive, 

just, and sustainable development. But Ukrainian civil society can not be alone in this aim. 

https://euobserver.com/opinion/158142
https://www.president.gov.ua/storage/j-files-storage/01/24/69/cc0dab040b3207268e5c8fb5275b22e4_1707492952.pdf


Promoting responsible business conduct in Ukraine, in the EU and globally is key to this 

endeavour …  

We call on the EU to be consistent in promoting more resilient and responsible business 

conduct, the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive is a crucial part of these 

efforts. 

 

This statement is supported by more than 60 civil society organisations in Ukraine, scholars, 

human rights and environment defenders. 
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In their personal capacity, this statement was signed by: 

1. Alevtyna Sanchenko, Director of the Office for Analytics and Advice on Sustainable Development, 

Senior Researcher 

2. Alina Serhieieva attorney, mediator 

3. Anastasiia Tokunova / Researcher 

4. Andrii Matat, PhD in Law 

5. Andriy Klymosiuk, the Analytical Center "Institute of Legislative Ideas" 

6. Anton Antonenko, vice president of the analytical center DiXi Group 

7. Anton Soshnikov, executive director of the Ukrainian Coordination Center for Improving Legal 

Education of the Population 

8. Artur Raychinets, "National Forest System" 

9. Bohdan KARNAUKH, associate professor of civil law, Yaroslav Mudrui National Law University 

10. Dmytro Vovk, legal scholar 

11. Hanna Hulievska, Head of the Department of Law and Public Administration of the Zaporizhia Institute 

of Economics and Information Technologies 

12. Ihor Konopka, business and human rights lawyer, military officer of the Armed Forces of Ukraine 

13. Irena Fedorovych, NGO Center "Social Action" 

14. Iryna Konovalova, head of the Kharkiv office of the European Business Association 

15. Julia Golovchuk Head of the ESG-risks project of the Risk Management and Compliance Office of JSC 

"Ukrzaliznytsia" 

16. Kateryna Buriakovska, legal scholar 

17. Kateryna Daineko, human rights activist 

18. Kateryna Zatsarna 

19. Lyudmila Tsyganok, President of PAEW 

20. Maryna Kupchuk, public servant, investments 

21. Natalia Martseniuk, lawyer 

22. Oksana Romakhova, lecturer, researcher 

23. Oksana Shcherbanyuk, Chernivtsi National University 

24. Oleksandr Misyats, lawyer 

25. Olena Uvarova, Chair of the International Business and Human Rights Lab at the Yaroslav Mudryi 

National Law University 

26. Olha Sinyugina, Public Alternatives Foundation 

27. Savchenko Yaroslava, NGO "Fundamental Research Support Fund" 

28. Shevchenko Snizhana, lawyer 

29. Solomiya Gulatkan, EU project 

30. Svitlana Korenkova, Civil Society organization 

31. Tamara Horbachevska, Yaroslav Mydryi National Law University 

32. Tetiana Khutor, Chairwoman of “Institute of legislative ideas” 

33. Tetiana Muzyka, PhD, lecturer assistant at the University 

34. Tetyana Kamenchuk, lawyer 

35. Tetyana Slinko, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Professor, Chair of the constitutional law 

department 

36. Valeriya Poiedynok, Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University 

37. Viktor Smorodynskyi, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University (Kharkiv, Ukraine) 

38. Vyacheslav Bykovets, General Director of the Union of Entrepreneurs of Small, Medium and Privatized 

Enterprises of Ukraine 

39. Yulia Razmetayeva, Center for Law, Ethics and Digital Technologies  

40. Yuriy Bilousov, law professor 

41. Zhernovska Lyubov NGO "Entrepreneurship Center" 


