Response by AGL – Sub-critical coal report

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited AGL to respond to its ranking in 19th place in a report by the Smith School of Enterprise and Environment (Oxford University) on energy-generation from subcritical coal.  The report describes subcritical as “the least efficient and most polluting form of coal-fired generation.”  

Specifically, we asked: 

· What steps is your company taking to avoid harm to human rights (such as impacts on health, access to water and climate change) from operation of its sub-critical power stations?
· Does your company have a plan to reduce or eliminate emissions from sub-critical coal plants?

As well as 4 additional questions from the report authors, available on page 14 of the report.

Responses and non-responses by other companies ranked within the top 20 are here. 

AGL response, 27 March 2015
Climate change and greenhouse gas GHG emission reductions are a long term challenge requiring long term and lasting solutions.  Currently, Australians depend on coal for reliable and affordable energy but there is increasing uptake of new technologies such as solar PV and other renewables. AGL Energy Limited (AGL) recognises that as a large emitter we have a key role to play in seeking to reduce our emissions over time.
AGL has a range of programs and policies in place to reduce its GHG emissions, including improving the GHG efficiency of our operations and those which we have an influence on.
Our emissions profile is balanced by 1,766 MW of renewable generation capacity, 17 percent of the total generation portfolio, making AGL the largest ASX listed owner, operator and developer of renewable energy generation in the country.  Last year alone AGL’s renewable portfolio was responsible for the abatement of 3.4 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions.
With investments in renewables of over $3 billion, AGL’s fleet of renewable assets will increase further when the 102 MW Nyngan and 53 MW Broken Hill solar plants in western New South Wales are commissioned this year.
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