Response from Bunge to items with allegations of lack of transparency and deforestation of lands in Bolivia and Brazil
16 March 2017
The Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Bunge to respond to the following items:

· “The Ultimate Mystery Meat: Exposing the Secrets Behind Burger King and Global Meat Production”, Rainforest Foundation Norway and Mighty Earth, February 2017

http://www.mightyearth.org/mysterymeat/
· [Portuguese] “O Maior Mistério da Cadeia de Produção de Carne: Os segredos por trás do Burger King e da produção mundial de carne”, fevereiro de 2017
http://www.mightyearth.org/mysterymeat-portuguese/ 
·  “Amazon Deforestation, Once Tamed, Comes Roaring Back”, New York Times, 24 February 2017

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/business/energy-environment/deforestation-brazil-bolivia-south-america.html?ref=nyt-es&mcid=nyt-es&subid=article&_r=2 
·  [Portuguese] “Desmatamento da Amazônia, que já esteve sob controle, retorna com força”, The New York Times, 2 de março de 2017

http://www.ihu.unisinos.br/565372-desmatamento-da-amazonia-que-ja-esteve-sob-controle-retorna-com-forca
· [English] “Burger King animal feed sourced from deforested lands in Brazil and Bolivia-Campaign group Mighty Earth says aerial drones, satellite imaging and field research show farmers carried out forest-burning for fast food giant’s soy suppliers”, The Guardian, 1st March 2017
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/01/burger-king-animal-feed-sourced-from-deforested-lands-in-brazil-and-bolivia 
·  [Portuguese] “'The Guardian': Burger King utiliza ração animal produzida em terras desmatadas do Brasil e Bolívia-Agricultores realizaram queimadas para fornecedores de soja da gigante de fast food”, Jornal do Brasil, 2 de março de 2017

http://www.jb.com.br/ciencia-e-tecnologia/noticias/2017/03/02/the-guardian-burger-king-utiliza-racao-animal-produzida-em-terras-desmatadas-do-brasil-e-bolivia/ 
· [Espanhol] “Responsabilizan a Burger King por deforestación en Brasil y Bolivia”, LaRazón.com, 3 de Marzo de 2017

http://www.americaeconomia.com/negocios-industrias/responsabilizan-burger-king-por-deforestacion-en-brasil-y-bolivia 
Bunge sent the following response to the Resource Centre:

Regarding the Mighty report, it does not provide adequate context on the multiplicity of drivers of land use change nor the complexity of the marketplace. Most land use change is not directly related to the crops Bunge buys. According to Global Forest Watch, soy covers 25% of land cleared since 2011 in the MATOPIBA region, where recent deforestation has been most prevalent. Additionally, our market share for the municipalities where we operate silos in the region is only 20%. 

What the report gets right is that this issue cannot be addressed by one company. More companies should adopt zero deforestation commitments, apply controls to block crops grown in illegally cleared areas from entering their supply chains, report publicly on progress and collaborate with civil society on common tools. Bunge has taken all of these steps. 

In fact, Bunge has been actively working on reducing deforestation in key biomes for over a decade. Our work has included participation in the Soy Moratorium, support for the creation of biodiversity corridors in the Cerrado, collaboration with municipalities on sustainable zoning, promotion of best practices among farmers and other activities. Additionally, Bunge has blocked purchases from farmers in recent years. In 2015, 29 farmers were blocked for violation of Brazilian deforestation regulations and 22 were blocked under the Soy Moratorium in the Amazon. Bunge currently blocks over 250 growers on its suppliers list in relation to these two criteria. 

Ultimately, deforestation is a complex problem related to global market demand, economic development, property rights and a lack of sufficient compensation for land owners – from the marketplace or from governments – that would provide incentives to conserve the environment.  Controlling it will require government, industry, farmers, local communities and civil society to develop new systems.  For over a year we have helped fund and lead a coalition of companies and NGOs working on just such an approach—an open-sourced decision support tool that will help identify suitable areas for agricultural expansion.  Coupled with a shared monitoring system, such as Global Forest Watch, the tool will provide a practical resource for companies to plan for sustainable growth and a transparent means for independent verification. 

You can read more about our efforts in our public commitments and progress updates: http://bunge.com/sustainability/zero-deforestation
